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          The Lincoln Bicentennial 
    Abraham Lincoln defines the civic ideal of 

what it means to be an American. 

   But what more is there to learn about our 

16th president? Whatõs left to unearth? What 

remains relevant about a president born nearly 

two centuries ago? 

   In his Gettysburg address, Lincoln reminded 

what òthe brave men, living and deadó did on 

the battlefield and challenged the living to dedi-

cate themselves òto the unfinished workó of those men. 

   How much of that work is still not completed? 

   Surmounting race and assuring equal rights for all are Lincolnõs two major challenges 

still on the nationõs agenda. As the embodi-

ment of the highest ideals and values of our 

nation, Abraham Lincoln can still help us 

meet those challenges. 

   Through education programs, public fo-

rums, and arts projects the Bicentennial pro-

vides an opportunity to re-examine what it 

means to be American in the 21st century.   

   Two centuries after Lincolnõs birth, the na-

tion is still in formation. The United States 

has grown and expanded, one cost of that 

growth has been a splintering of many parts 

of our society. Competing values, interests, 

and beliefs, have complicated Lincolnõs goal 

to find unity in our diversity.  

  The Bicentennial commemoration of his life 

and legacy will be a bright beacon to complet-

ing our nationõs òunfinished work.ó 
 

(Courtesy of Library of  Congress  

Lincoln Bicentennial Commission) 

Special points of interest: 

¶ Ohio Department Mid -Winter,  

17 January 2009, Vets Memorial  

¶ Pres. Lincolnõs 200th Birthday, 

12 February 2009 

¶ Lincoln Memorial Rededication,  

Washington DC, 30 May 2009 

¶ Ohio Department Encampment,  

June 2009, Veterans Memorial  

15 April 1861.  Lincoln calls for 
75,000 troops for three monthsõ 
s e r v i c e  t o  s u p p r e s s 
òinsurrection.ó The following 
day he signs an act abolishing 
slavery in the District of Colum-
bia and forbids any trade with 

states that secede. 

WILLIAM McKINLEY 
(29 Jan 1843 - 14 Sep 1901) 

25th President of the United States 
Brevet Major,  23rd O.V.I. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
(12 Feb 1809 - 15 Apr 1865) 

16th President of the United States 
Civil War Commander-in-Chief 
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  òI suppose you are going home to see your families and friends. For the service you have done in this 

great struggle in which we are engaged I present you sincere thanks for myself and the country. I al-

most always feel inclined, when I happen to say anything to soldiers, to impress upon them in a few 

brief remarks the importance of success in this contest. It is not merely for to-day, but for all time to 

come that we should perpetuate for our childrenõs children this great and free government, which we 

have enjoyed all our lives. I beg you to remember this, not merely for my sake, but for yours. I happen 

temporarily to occupy this big White House. I am a living witness that any one of your children may 

look to come here as my fatherõs child has. It is in order that each one of you may have through this 

free government which we have enjoyed, an open field and a fair chance for your industry, enterprise 

and intelligence: that you may all have equal privileges in the race of life, with all its desirable human 

aspirations. It is for this the struggle should be maintained, that we may not lose our birthrightñnot 

only for one, but for two or three years. The nation is worth fighting for, to secure such an inestimable 

jewel.ó         (courtesy National Park Service) 

Lincolnõs Address to the 116th Ohio Infantry, 22 Aug 1864 

The 166th O.V.I. mustered in at Camp Cleveland on 13 May 1864 with 960 

men under the command of Colonel Harrison G. Blake. It was ordered to 

northern Virginia where it served on guard duty at Forts Richardson, 

Barnard, Reynolds, Ward, and Worth (defending the southern approaches to 

Washington DC) , under the 22nd Army Corps.  The 166th included 

companies formed from Holmes, Huron, Medina, and Wayne Counties.  The 

regiment helped repulse Earlyõs attack on Washington, 11-12 July, but its 

main enemy was disease, to which it lost 39 men. The regiment was 

preparing to depart for Ohio when it was addressed by President Lincoln. 

130 West Church Street, Warsaw, Ohio, Built 1914 
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G.A.R. Memorial Window, Warsaw United Methodist Church 
Coshocton County, Ohio (Photos by Bill Fischer, PCC) 
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Meetings  
are held monthly on the 

third Tuesday (except 

December) at First 

Presbyterian Church, 222 

N. Broad St., Lancaster 

(across from library), 

beginning at 7:00pm.  

Enter doors from back 

parking lot. 

Next Meetings   

20 Jan, 17 Feb,  

17 Mar, 21 Apr 

2008 Camp Officers 
 

Commander 

Jeremy Grant  
jeremy_battery_i@yahoo.com  

 

Sr Vice Commander 

Don Grant, Jr.  
 

Jr Vice Commander 

Dan Starkey  

spook54@att.net 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Hardtack Editor  

William Fischer, Jr.  

wefjr7944@hotmail.com  

Purpose and Objectives of the SUVCW 

To perpetuate the memory of the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) 

and the men who saved the Union between 1861-1865; to assist in 

every practicable way in the preservation and making available for 

research of documents and records pertaining to the G.A.R. and its 

members; to cooperate in doing honor to all who have patriotically 

served our country in any war; to teach patriotism, and the duties of 

citizenship, the true history of our country, and the love and honor of 

our Flag; to oppose every tendency or movement that would weaken 

loyalty to, or make for the destruction or impairment of our constitu-

tional Union; and to inculcate and broadly sustain the American princi-

ples of representative government, of equal rights, and of impartial 

justice for all. 

1901 Charter Camp 21 Officers 
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Council:   H. R. Roley, W. T. Shrieve, W. C. Stewart 


