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Brother John Dye Presents 
Camp with Original Charter 
    Brother John Dye recently re-

united Camp 21 with its original 

charter. John purchased the 1901 

document at an antique shop sev-

eral years ago. The camp had been 

using a laser copy of the original 

that PDC Don Grant obtained 

years ago from the owner of the 

charter, who said he would never 

sell it; the laser copy was blessed 

by SUVCW as useable for camp 

purposes.  The copy was pre-

sented to Bro. Dye as a token of 

the campõs appreciation. 

Privates John, Levi, and Curtis Starkey, Company D  7th West Virginia Infantry 

Special points of interest: 

¶ Remembrance Day,  

Gettysburg PA, 22 November 2008 

¶ Ohio Department Mid -Winter,  

17 January 2009, Vets Memorial  

¶ Pres. Lincolnõs 200th Birthday, 

12 February 2009 

¶ Lincoln Memorial Rededication,  

Washington DC, 30 May 2009 

   Brother Dan Starkeyõs membership in the SUVCW is based upon ancestor John T. Starkey, who 

was born 30 March 1841 in Smithfield, Tyler County, VA. John married three times and had four-

teen children, the last one passing away in 2003. Like most western VA farmers, John T. was sym-

pathetic to the Union cause. In the spring of 1861, he joined Co B Independent Exempts WV Vol-

unteers, rose to the rank of Corporal, and was discharged 21 Mar 1864. Less than a week later John 

was serving as a private with Co D 7th WV Infantry, Army of the Potomac; his cousins Levi and 

Curtis joined with him. The 7th soon was engaged in Second Wilderness (May 64), where cousin Na-

than Starkey has been wounded a year earlier in the first battle. During the second battle, Curtis 

was shot through the thigh. The following day, the unit assaulted with bayonets a CSA breastwork 

and routed the rebel defenders. Within a week, John was wounded, probably by canister shot dur-

ing the assault on Laurel Hill that òtore away the crown of his hat, knocking him prostrate. . .and 

seemed to make him blind and deaf and crazed.ó Levi was shot in the hips days later. The Starkeys 

sacrificed for their nation, with Curtis dying from wounds in Jun 64; Levi suffering until his death 

in 1903; and John T. convalescing in Washington DC, then at home. When he did not return, John 

was tried and found guilty of desertion on 27 Feb 65. But he was too ill to return to his unit and 

mustered out 15 Jun 65. Awarded a pension, John joined a GAR camp. He died in WV in 1916. 

22 November 1864. General 
William T. Sherman, during his 
march to the sea, spends the 
night in the plantation home of 
CSA General Howell Cobb. 
The next day Shermanõs troops 

torch the plantation house. 

WILLIAM McKINLEY 
(29 Jan 1843 - 14 Sep 1901) 

25th President of the United States 
Brevet Major,  23rd O.V.I. 
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  Camp Sumter, commonly called 

Andersonville, was one of the largest 

military prisons established by the CSA 

during the Civil War. In existence for 

14 months, over 45,000 Union soldiers 

and sailors were confined at the prison. 

Of these, almost 13,000 died from dis-

ease, poor sanitation, malnutrition, 

overcrowding, and exposure to the ele-

ments. The largest number held in the 

26½-acre stockade at one time was 

more than 32,000, during August 1864; 

the large number was due to an end to 

prisoner exchanges. 

  The Andersonville prison 

site was owned by the 

G.A.R. and the W.R.C. 

before being purchased by 

the federal government in 

1910. The prison site was 

Stockade Area Today. Ohio Memorial upper left. 

administered, along with Andersonville 

National Cemetery, by the Dept of the 

Army until 1971. 

  Legislation in 1970 establishing 

Andersonville Nat. Hist. Site instructed 

the site òto interpret the role of pris-

oner-of-war camps in historyó and òto 

commemorate the sacrifice of Ameri-

cans who lost their lives in such 

camps.ó To that end, the National Pris-

oner of War Museum was opened in 

1998 and is dedicated to the American 

men and women who have suffered as 

POWs. (courtesy National Park Service) 

CSA Camp Sumter, Andersonville, Georgia 

Major Henry Wirz, a Swiss 

immigrant who 

commanded CSA Camp 

Sumter, was the only man 

executed for war crimes 

during the Civil War.  

Bros. Nick and Bill Fischer (PCC) 
Ohio Memorial, Camp Sumter,  
Andersonville GA, 4 July 2008 
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   Camp 21 spent a Saturday in early November resetting two Union 

headstones. It was hard work but the weather cooperated and in the 

end, the markers for William Caldwell, US Navy, and Albert Griffin, 

18th OVI, have resumed their positions of honor in the G.A.R. Circle 

(Section 216) in Forest Rose Cemetery. Although only a handful of Civil 

War veterans are interred around the impressive Ben Butterfield Camp 

#77, G.A.R. war memorial, there are more than 300 Civil War veterans 

buried in Lancasterõs and Fairfield Countyõs largest cemetery. 

Camp 21 Brothers Reset Union Headstones in Forest Rose Cemetery, Lancaster 

Camp 21 Brothers Tom Rogers, PDC Don Grant, John Dye, Camp Commander Jeremy 

Grant, and Don Grant, Jr. working hard.  Also present were Greg Deibel and Dan Starkey. 

Sunken stone of William 
Caldwell, US Navy 

Digging out headstones. 

òLet no vandalism of avarice or 

neglect, no ravages of time, testify 

to the present or to the coming 

generations that we have 

forgotten, as a people, the cost of 

free and undivided republic.ò 

John Logan, Gen Order 11, 

1868 


