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Brother John Dye Shares 
Passion for History 

    Brother and Mrs. John Dye gra-

ciously hosted our September meet-

ing at their historic home in Lan-

caster.  John has a fascinating col-

lection of military headgear, minia-

tures, and ephemera, while Mrs. 

Dye shared her Germans from Rus-

sia heritage with several camp 

members.  Among many fascinating 

stories, Bro. Dye told about the 

establishment of a Gettysburg 

orphanage (see story below). 

Thanks Bro. & Mrs. Dye for 

your very kind hospitality! 

òWhose Father Was He?,ó Sgt Amos Humiston, 154th òHardtackó NY Infantry 

Special points of interest: 

¶ Encampment/Reenactment,  

Rutherford. B. Hayes Center,  

Fremont OH,  4 -5 October 2008 

¶ Forest Rose Cemetery Walk,  

Lancaster, 24 October 2008 

¶ G.A.R. Circle Workday, Forest Rose 

Cemetery, Lanc, 1 November 2008 

¶ Remembrance Day,  

Gettysburg PA, 22 November 2008 

   Sgt Amos Humiston might have remained one of thousands of 

soldiers buried as òUnknownó during the Civil War had it not 

been for the diligence of Dr. John Francis Bourns, a Philadel-

phia physician who came into possession of a photograph found 

in Amosõs dead hands after fighting at Gettysburg. At Bourns 

urging, the Philadelphia Inquirer published an article about the 

photo, asking other papers around the country to spread the 

word about the orphans. Bourns then reprinted and mailed the 

photo as people responded. When Philinda Humiston of Port-

ville NY received her copy, she knew she had been widowed. 

   Dr. Bourns then began a second appealñto build an orphan-

age at Gettysburg for children of fallen Union troops. Funds 

poured in and the Homestead, as it was known, opened in Oct 1866.  The widow Humiston moved 

there with her children. The home, host to up to 100 children at its peak, closed only 12 years later, 

after being rocked by scandal. Frank became a doctor; Fred a salesman; and Alice settled in Calif. 

5 September 1861. The West-
ern Sanitary Commission is 
established in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, to help medical care and 
sanitary conditions for hospi-
talized Union soldiers in the 

Western Theater. 

WILLIAM McKINLEY 
(29 Jan 1843 - 14 Sep 1901) 

25th President of the United States 
Brevet Major,  23rd O.V.I. 

Frank, Frederick, and Alice Humiston, 
Portville, New York, c.1863 
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          On the heels of the 1862 Union defeat 

in the Peninsula Campaign and its disaster at 

Second Bull Run (Manassas), Rebel forces 

were anxious to meet and defeat the enemy 

again. Robert E. Lee and Jeff Davis took the 

opportunity to shift southern strategy to the 

strategic offensive. Not only would such an 

effort allow Leeõs army to forage off Northern 

farmland, it would allow for a much needed 

harvest in Virginia, and possibly demonstrate 

to foreign powers, especially Britain, that the 

Confederacy would ultimately prevail. South-

ern sympathizers in Maryland might also be 

encouraged to join Lee advancing army and 

northern will to continue might be broken. 

   As Lee moved into Maryland, he divided his 

army to allow Jackson to immobilize the Un-

ion garrison at Harpers Ferry while 

Longstreet monitored the South Mountain 

passes to the east. Unfortunately, Leeõs cam-

paign plan, detailed in writing in Special Or-

der #191, found its way into Union hands 

and gave McClellan the courage to seek battle 

while he had the advantage.  Cornered on the 

banks of the Antietam Creek, a strong defen-

sive position, Leeõs army of about 47,000 held 

off 90,000 Union troops until Jacksonõs con-

tingent arrived after conquering Harpers 

Ferry (the largest Federal surrender of the 

war).  McClellanõs piecemeal assaults against 

Pvt Hezekiah Dunham Rogers, 46th Wisconsin Inf 

   Bro. Tom Rogers earned membership in the SUVCW 

through ancestor Hezekiah Dunham Rogers, born 23 Aug 

1827 in Warren PA. In 1854 the family moved to Green 

County WI, where several siblings soon after died, pre-

sumably from an influenza outbreak. Hezekiah married 

Clarinda Hall on 26 Jun 1857 and had four children by the 

time he enlisted in the 46th WI on 16 Feb 1865; a fifth 

child arrived while he was performing Civil War duties. 

   The 46th organized at Camp Randall and moved to Ath-

ens AL where it was engaged in patrol and guard duty un-

til reassigned to Nashville TN in Sep 1865, then mustered 

out at Madison WI the following month. Although serving 

for less than a year, Hezekiah contracted malaria and suf-

fered from its affects throughout his remaining life. 

   Hezekiah and family moved to Dakota County NE, then 

South Dakota, where in 1891 he received a homestead par-

cel east of Custer. He also had a pension of $12/month. 

Hezekiah died 28 Dec 1906 in Custer, where he is buried. 

  ôHorrorõ may seem to be an overused word to 

describe Antietam, but there is no more appro-

priate description. In both North and South, 

newspapers report what occurs here to a public 

that absorbs the figures with utter disbelief. 

Unlike Shiloh, where horror is confined to 

words, here the gruesome photographs are 

locked in time. On viewing them, loud voices 

call out, and renewed pressure is put on the 

northern politicians. The public will no longer 

tolerate the costly missteps of martinet gener-

als. Yet, George McClellan is enormously popu-

lar with his troops, so his replacement must be 

a popular man. Unfortunately, the War Dept 

chooses Ambrose Burnside. As at Shiloh, repu-

tations are made at Antietam. Both Jackson 

and Longstreet justify Leeõs confidence in their 

abilities, even as hope dissolves for official Brit-

ish recognition of the Confederacy. Lincoln re-

alizes the timing might be right for moving war 

aims toward the abolition of slavery, believing 

it will unite northern factions. The Emancipa-

tion Proclamation, while having no immediate 

effect on the slaves, indeed dooms British sup-

port to the South. And the Army of Northern 

Virginia will again be fighting on native soil. 

the Confederate line allowed Lee time to effec-

tively shift troops and negate the Unionõs vast 

numerical superiority. Nonetheless, fighting was 

fierce, especially in the center, where the Irish 

Brigade, among others, was decimated as were 

the Alabaman defenders of what became known 

as the òBloody Lane.ó Attempts by Burnsideõs 

men to cross the Rohrbach Bridge only increased 

the slaughter.  The result was the bloodiest single 

day in American history, with 12,000 rebel and 

15,000 Union casualties. Exhausted, Lee swiftly 

moved his forces across the Potomac while 

McClellan pondered his next move. Although a 

tactical draw on the battlefield, it was a strategic 

victory for the North as it forced Leeõs army 

south and on the defensive yet again. 

Antietam, 17 September 1862 

òMcClellan is to me one of the 

mysteries of the war.ó 

Ulysses S. Grant, when asked to 

evaluate McClellanõs generalship  

George McClellan 
(1826-1885) 

The Importance of Antietam 

(adapted from Jeff Shaaraõs Civil War Battlefields)  
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   Private Fischer completed airborne 

training (jump school) last month at Fort 

Benning, 

Georgia.  He 

has been as-

signed to the 

4th Brigade 

Combat Team, 508th Parachute Infantry 

Regiment (PIR), 82nd Airborne Division, 

Fort Bragg NC. His father and a great un-

cle also served in the 82nd, while his 

brother Henry was a paratrooper in the 509th PIR at the Joint 

Readiness Training Center, Fort Polk LA from 2005-2008.    

Brother Nick Fischer Graduates 
from Army Airborne Training 

PDC Don Grant Sr., and Brother Greg Deible (shown above)

participated with two other Brothers in a Civil War encamp-

ment at the Fairfield County Airport in Lancaster during the 

Historical Aircraft Squadronõs annual Wings of Victory Airshow 

on 16-17 August 2008.  While military and acrobatic aircraft 

demonstrations brought crowds to the airport, the encampment 

also sparked interest in the sacrifices of our Civil War ancestors. 

Bro. Fischer receives jump wings from father, PCC Bill Fischer 

Encampment Duty at Fairfield County Airshow 
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likeness of  the 
children and it 

pleased me 
more than eney 
thing. . . I hope 
that we may all 
live to see each 
other again if  
this war dose 
not last too 

long��� ́

Last letter from 
Sgt Amos 
Humiston  

to wife Philinda, 
1863 
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